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Hepatitis D: Diagnostic Testing Algorithm

Immunocompetent patients with abnormal 
liver enzyme levels and at risk for hepatitis D
OR
Patients with possible resolved hepatitis D 
(normal or near normal liver enzyme levels)

Immunocompromised patients (organ
transplant recipients with unexplained
abnormal liver enzyme levels) with or
without risk factors for hepatitis D

Automatic reflex to HDVQU /
Hepatitis D Virus RNA Detection 
and Quantification, Serum

Active hepatitis D

Active hepatitis D

Patient has either 
false positive HDV  
antibodies or 
resolved hepatitis D

Order AHDV / Hepatitis D Virus Total Antibodies
with Reflex to Hepatitis D Virus RNA by PCR, Serum

Order HDVQU / Hepatitis D Virus RNA 
Detection and Quantification, Serum

POSITIVE

DETECTED OR 
QUANTIFIABLE HDV RNA

ANY VIRAL LOADNEGATIVE

NEGATIVE

NEGATIVE

Consider ordering HEVQU / Hepatitis E 
Virus RNA Detection and Quantification, 
Real-Time RT-PCR, Serum if abnormal 
liver enzyme levels persist without 
alternative diagnosis

Consider ordering HEVQU / 
Hepatitis E Virus RNA Detection 
and Quantification, Real-Time 
RT-PCR, Serum if abnormal 
liver enzyme levels persist 
without alternative diagnosis
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